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been faithful to its mission for forty years. Although 
many things have changed over the decades, the im- 
portant work of preparing pastors for the church has contin- 


B y God’s grace Westminster Seminary California has 


ued in WSC’s commitment to Scripture and the reformed 
confessions. The Board of Trustees has the ultimate responsi- 
bility to ensure the seminary remains faithful in every way to 
its mission. We give thanks to the Lord for providing men to 
serve as Trustees and servant-leaders throughout the decades. 

The Lord has blessed WSC by the wise and enthusiastic 
leadership of Dr. James Carson and Mr. Pete de Jong, who 
served on the Board of Trustees during the formative years 
of the seminary. Both men used their God-given gifts to ad- 
vance the work of the seminary in many ways. While we were 
saddened to lose these friends this year, we are comforted 
remembering that they belong, body and soul, to their Lord 
Jesus Christ. As they would say, “To God alone be the glory!” 

Just as we launched a new group of graduates in May to 
serve Christ's church, we recently welcomed a new class of 
students to WSC who are starting their seminary education. 
It is our prayer that these students will prepare well for gospel 
ministry so that one day we will launch them too, sending 
them into the world to bring hope to all who struggle with 
the present and are uncertain about the future. After all, it is 
only this joyful confidence in God's promises that provides 
true certainty in uncertain times. This has always been — and 
will continue to be — the heart of WSC's mission and work. 

In this issue, Bryan D. Estelle discusses the biblical an- 
tidote to our present uncertainties and anxieties: trusting 
in the promises of our Lord (p. 4). WSC alumnus Daniel 
McManigal also reflects on the goodness of God's many 
providences throughout his pastoral ministry spanning two 
decades (p. 16). Finally, current student Austin Reifel ex- 
plains how he came to embrace reformed theology and enroll 
at WSC (p. 8). 

We are profoundly grateful for the prayers and support 
of our friends around the world. The Lord has blessed the 
seminary richly through faithful partners like you, our co- 
laborers in service for Christ, his gospel, and his church. 


Cordially in Christ, 


*May the God of hope fill | 
you with all јоу and peace put ii 


in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit 


you may abound in hope.” 
Rom. I5:13 


Joel E. Kim 
WSC President 
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“Psalm 91 has answers for those big questions. 
He has sure promises to which we can cling.” 
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everal years ago Susan Jacoby wrote 
S a book, Never Say Die: The Myth 

and Marketing of the New Old Age 
(Vintage Books, 2012). In this book, she 
wants to serve as a reality instructor. She 
wrote this book because she is very con- 
cerned about how our culture denies the 
reality of death and aging. She doesn’t 
hold back from communicating the stark 
realities about chronic, degenerative, ir- 
reversible diseases. With great sadness, 
Ms. Jacoby does not hide her political 
or religious convictions in the book. She 
long ago shed any notion of belief in God 
or the supernatural and seemingly grew 
cynical and bitter because of the stark re- 
alities of death and disease. She notes that 
this especially takes its toll upon widows 
and older women that often in our soci- 
ety do not have the financial wherewithal 
to take care of themselves. Indeed, she 
ends up advocating increased taxation of 
citizens so that the state, through greater 
governmental care, can bring aid and 
comfort for old age. Even more alarm- 
ingly, she became a strong advocate of 
doctor-assisted suicide in order to ame- 
liorate the problem. 

In the last year, we also have all been 
reminded about the fragility of life and 
the uncertainties that can come with dis- 
ease and death: COVID, a plummeting 
economy, violence in the streets almost un- 
paralleled in history. Often in such times, 
we turn to the Psalter for comfort. Today, 
Id like to take the reader on a brief survey 
of a familiar Psalm: Psalm 91. 

But one can only wonder, “Does this 
Psalm promise too much?” Can a Hebrew 
of old, or a Christian in the New Covenant 
really affirm some of these statements: 
"Because you have made the Lord your 
dwelling place — the Most High, who is my 
refuge — no evil shall be allowed to befall 
you, no plague come near your tent (vv. 
9-10); “A thousand may fall at your side, 
ten thousand at your right hand, but it 
will not come near you’ (у. 7); “With long 


life I will satisfy him, and show him my 
salvation” (v. 16)? 

If these promises are taken as prom- 
ising too much, and God really can't, or 
will not, deliver on them, then perhaps 
we too will be reduced to shedding our 
faith, becoming bitter, and writing books 
or commenting to other folks about life’s 
ultimate questions with nothing more than 
a scolding attitude, angry tirade, and bit- 
ter anger. Should we jettison our hope in 
God—as Ms. Jacoby counsels—and merely 
fall back on doctor-assisted suicide for the 
aged and infirm? Well, Psalm 91 has an- 
swers for those big questions. He has sure 
promises to which we can cling, and we 
see them in this Psalm. 


LIFE’S TRAVAILS 


Many commentators claim that the com- 
positional context of this Psalm was some 
destructive disease. However, the ambi- 
guity of many of the statements and the 
precise use of the language here may have 
connoted something different for this an- 
cient audience than it does for us speaking 
in English. In fact, it is probably best to 
recognize these threats in a more general 
than specific manner. 


For it is He that rescues you 
From the trap of the fowler 
From the pestilence of destruction 


(v. 3) 
This trap of the fowler designates the 


cunning and power of enemies often in 
Scripture. 


With His Wings He covers you 

And under His wings you may seek 
refuge 

Shield and buckler are His faithfulness 
You shall not fear the dread by night 
Nor the arrow that flies by day 

Of the pestilence that walks by darkness 
Of the destruction that destroys at 
noon-day. (vv.4-6) 


Notice in this wonderful poetry an order of 
climax. Verse 5 speaks of the dangers of the 


night and the day, verse 6 of the mischief 
of the blackest darkness and the bright 
noonday. Ihus, verse 6 speaks of times 
that are pregnant with disaster. 

Verses 5 and 6 now name other ter- 
rors against which the Lord protects the 
one who seeks God in his sacred area. 
There are many plausible suggestions for 
the range of dangers suggested here: “ter- 
rors of the night" (v. 5), the "arrows that fly 
in the daytime” are destructive forces that 
cause sickness (cf. Ps. 38:2; Lamentations 
3:13; Job 6:4); but the reference may also 
be to sunstroke (Ps. 121.6). Others say 
the plague and the scourge in verse 6 are 
metaphors that suggest attacks of illness, 
whereas the terror and the arrow of verse 
5 suggest the attacks of human enemies. 

We do not know with absolute cer- 
tainty; however, although the language 
and exact nature of these threats remain 
elusive, we may say that the description 
is to invoke a host of potentially lethal 
happenings. This is probably confirmed 
by verse 7: 


A thousand may fall at your side 
Tens of thousands at your right hand, 
Yet, it will not draw near to you. 


What is the subject of “it will not draw”? 
It is probably not specially disease, but evil, 
or destruction in general. 

In short, then, this Psalm in some 
sense picks up right where Psalm 90 left 
off. All of us are subject to the dreadful 
effects of the common curse, which may 
include real enemies, disease, chronic 
sickness, people that slander us in pub- 
lic, etc.... So how are we to understand 
the confident promises that I alluded to 
above in light of the fact that it just did 
not seem to match Israel’s experience nor 
does it often match ours? 


ISRAEL FAILS 


The answer to that question lies in rightly 
interpreting this Psalm. The vast promises 
described in verses 3-13 of Psalm 91 must 
be understood most immediately in the 
light of the covenant that God had made 
with Israel. At Sinai, God had promised 
to bless Israel if she obeyed and threatened 
that He would curse Israel if she didn’t 
obey. In short, the blessings of God for the 
people of Israel as well as the curses were 
“conditional based upon the response of 


God’s people” (Richard Belcher, 7he Mes- 
siah and the Psalms: Preaching Christ from 
all the Psalms, Mentor, 2014, 59). This 
point is clear not only from an overall un- 


derstanding of the Mosaic covenant, but 
from Psalm 91 itself (cf. verses 9 & 14): 


Psalm 91:9-10: “Because you have 
made the Lord your dwelling place — 
the Most High, who is my refuge — no 
evil shall be allowed to befall you, no 
plague come near your tent.” (ESV) 


Psalm 91:14 “Because he holds fast to 
me in love, I will deliver him; I will 
protect him, because he knows my 
name’ (ESV) 


It is not only clear from these verses, but 
from the close connections and allusions 
between Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 
28 and this Psalm. These chapters, in par- 
ticular, show the stipulations (commands) 
and sanctions (either blessings or curses) 
that were associated with the Mosaic cov- 
enant and Psalm 91 (see, e.g., Lev. 26:6; 
7-8; 26:11); for obedience, the blessing of 
“harmful beasts removed” (Lev. 26:6); but 
for disobedience, “I will let loose harm- 
ful beasts against you!” (Lev. 26: 22). As 
a curse for disobedience, God said, “The 
Lord will make the pestilence stick to you” 
(Deut. 28: 21). Many other connections 
could be suggested as well. And of course 
the ultimate curse that fell upon the Isra- 
elites was that they lost their land and they 
were cast out into the world wilderness 


“Nevertheless, 
Christ prevails. 


That is what this 


Psalm teaches, 
and that is why 
you can trust 
with your whole 
heart in the 
living God even 
in a dangerous, 
uncertain, and 
hostile world.” 
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in the form of exile and 
indentured servitude to 
the tyrants of Assyria and 
Babylon. 

And lest you think 
this is merely a sermon 
that is a kind of redemp- 
tive history lesson, you 
must remember that the 
history of Israel is given for 
our instruction. In other 
words, all of humanity is 
written there in miniature. 
Just because we were not 
there molting the metal 
for the golden calf or par- 
ticipating in whoring after 
every other spiritual lover, 
(e.g., Baal, Molech), never- 
theless, we are all cut from 


the same cloth. Israel is but a picture of all 
humans gone astray. And left to ourselves, 
we are deserving of death, the wrath of 
God and all the horrible slings and darts 
associated with this sad world cast into 
misery by our representative and federal 
head, namely Adam. Israel never experi- 
enced the fullness of covenant blessings. 
She forfeited not only the promised land 
of Canaan, but many in her midst. 

Yet, the faithful God who wanted to 
heal her sent prophets to her time and 
time again to warn her to repent and be- 
lieve! You see, part of the very reason for 
the being of the Mosaic covenant was to 
demonstrate to the people that they just 
could not obey on their own. They needed 
not only a penalty payer for their sins, 
they needed a probation keeper who would 
fulfill all righteousness and lead them into 
Canaan, the heavenly Canaan. 


CHRIST PREVAILS 
‘Thanks be to God that there is another 
servant, another son, who would come and 
be a faithful covenant servant. Although 
life has its travails. Although Israel fails. 
Nevertheless, Christ prevails. That is what 
this Psalm teaches, and that is why you can 
trust with your whole heart in the living 
God even in a dangerous, uncertain, and 
hostile world. 

Just as the first Adam had a probation 
in which he failed to succeed, so too did 
Israel fail in their probation. But Christ 
does not. As the writer to the Hebrews 
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5:7-8 says: 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered 
up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverence. 
Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered. 
And being made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation to all 
who obey him, being designated by 
God a high priest after the order of 
Melchizedek (ESV). 


Did you notice the two familiar verses 
from this Psalm that are quoted in the 
New Testament (in several places) regard- 
ing Jesus’ temptation? Let us choose Mat- 
thew, for example (4: 5-8), where the devil 
takes Jesus to the Holy City and to the very 
pinnacle of the temple and says “Throw 
Yourself down!” for it is written, “He will 
command his angels concerning you,” and 
“On their hands they will bear you up, lest 
you strike your foot against a stone.” Now 
there is a quote of wv. 11-12 of Psalm 91. 

But our Lord and savior, the great 
“head-crusher” God/Man, recognized the 
bait and did not fall for the hook; rather, 
he responds with confident trust in God, 
fully obeying, not turning back from his 
mission, not wavering in his duty, nor 
shirking his great task for which He had 
come: to destroy the works of the devil, to 
be a propitiating sacrifice for his own, to 
fulfill all righteousness, to be the Captain 
of our faith and lead a whole train of cap- 
tives to the other side of the Jordan and 
into the world to come. Although Israel 
fails to keep the terms of the covenant. 
Although we fail to do all that God com- 
mands as well, nevertheless, Jesus Christ’s 
obedience secures for us the blessings of 
the covenant and moreover the promises 
of this Psalm, ultimately. 

But then the question is raised again 
for us as it was at the beginning, “Has the 
Psalm promised too much?” No, the better 


question is, “when will we experience the 
fullness of these hard-won blessings and 
promises?” 


CONCLUSION 

The answer of course is not in this life 
alone. Has COVID and many other un- 
certainties brought hardship for many, 
and even death for some? Yes, there is a 
great antidote against bitterness and lash- 
ing out in angry tirades in the midst of 
life’s uncertainties: the sure promises of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The fact of the 
matter is that Christ has inaugurated His 
kingdom and He already has and does 
bring some measure of blessing in this 
life, some measure of substantial blessing. 
We believe in a pilgrim theology, which 
believes in a theology of glory to come 
when Christ arrives at his second coming. 
At that time, He will bring the fullness of 
covenant blessings which He has merited 
on our behalf. Then the blackness of sin, 
disease and pestilence, marauding enemies 
attacking us and slandering us, loneliness 
and heartache, the effects of the common 
curse with all its frightful horrors in this 
life will come to a complete end. That is 
the glorious message we have to offer and 
what we are trying very hard to help our 
students communicate, whether they join 
us in the classroom, or are forced for a 
myriad of reasons to join our classes online 
during this extraordinary time. 

In closing, let’s remind ourselves of 
the glorious summation found in the Hei- 
delberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 9 (Q & 
A, #26): 

What do you believe when you say: 
"I believe in God the Father, Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth?” 

A. That the eternal Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created 
heaven and earth and everything in them, 
who still upholds and rules them by his 
eternal counsel and providence, is my God 
and Father because of Christ his Son. I 
trust him so much that I do not doubt he 
will provide whatever I need for body and 
soul, and he will turn to my good whatever 
adversity he sends me in this sad world. He 
is able to do this because he is an almighty 
God; he desires to do this because he is a 
faithful Father. B 
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remember the first time I heard the phrase “the gospel.” I 

had been in the church for several years, yet the phrase was 

foreign to me. I was so intrigued by the phrase and how it 
was being used that I had to know more, so I went on a quest, 
a quest that has continued to this day. Once I understood what 
was meant by “the gospel,” there were more unfamiliar phrases 
and terminology that I ran up against. Phrases like “Christ- 
centered” and “Christ-centered preaching.” I didn’t recognize it 
at the time, but I had been starving on the vine of a well-oiled 
machine. This machine is known as the mega-church. In this 
context, godliness was measured by the number of programs 
you were serving in, and your personal holiness was deter- 
mined by how many revelations you received from the Lord. 
I praise God that in the midst of the flashing lights and enter- 
tainment, I slowly started stumbling upon biblical ideas and 
concepts that left me wanting more. 

I spent countless hours “googling” unfamiliar terms, which 
eventually led to scratching the surface of what I now know as 
the Reformed faith. I was reading as much as I could, listen- 
ing to several podcasts and streaming sermons from preachers 
who were more concerned with explaining and applying the 
text of Scripture than with entertaining the masses. As I tore 
through resources on Reformed theology, I began to see the 
vast differences between what I thought was Christianity and 
the Christianity of the historic church. In other words, I saw 
for the first time the connection between historic Christianity 
and the church today. This connection brought a great deal of 
hope and comfort; it allowed me to see God’s faithfulness to his 
people. Recognizing that the church, since her inception, has 
stood on core doctrines and teachings helped me to see clearly 
the absurdity of upending Christian orthodoxy. 

After wrestling with our church affiliation, my wife, Sha- 
ron, and I ultimately came to the conviction that the Lord did 
not need us to stay where we were for the sake of changing the 


church from the inside out. In the Lord’s providence, we found 
what we were looking for, a church in Bakersfield, CA, that I 
would say was, and still is, in the process of reforming. After 
transitioning churches and sitting under the sound preaching 
of God’s Word, I started receiving the fresh air I was so des- 
perate for; I could finally breathe. For the first time, Sharon 
and I were being nourished by the preaching of the Word and 
the administration of the sacraments. After a year or so of sit- 
ting under the ministry of the Word, I began to share with the 
elders my desire to preach and teach the Bible. The body of 
elders graciously brought me through a process of guidance and 
care to help discern the internal call to ministry. This process 
consisted of attending elder meetings, meeting one-on-one to 
discuss ministry, and co-teaching a weekly Bible study. After a 
couple of years, the elders suggested that I begin considering 
a seminary education. They gave me a list of recommended 
seminaries, one of those being Westminster Seminary Califor- 
nia (WSC), and I quickly started the investigation. Initially, 
I was attracted to WSC because of the location and faculty; I 
realized that I had already been reading several works by the 
professors! Being from California and having a young family, it 
seemed wise to consider a school that was just a few hours away. 

As I began looking into WSC, I became more and more 
convinced that this was where I wanted to attend. Several fac- 
tors contributed to this decision, but the most important fac- 
tor was the emphasis on the professors being pastor-scholars. 
I understood this to mean that many, if not all, of the profes- 
sors had served the local church in some capacity as ministers 
of the gospel. I saw the benefit of studying under those who 
understood and had first-hand experiences in the line of work 
that I was preparing to take up. This was clearly a distinctive of 
WSC, but I wanted to see it firsthand. So, in January of 2018 
Sharon and I attended “Seminary for a Day.” It was this event 
that solidified our decision. Why? Because I was able to con- 
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firm the advertisement; there was some- 
thing special about this place. The faculty 
members were clearly pastoral, they were 
concerned with the life of their students, 
and it was abundantly clear that an edu- 
cation from WSC would be much more 
than just learning in the classroom. There 
were signs and indications that much of 
the learning actually takes place outside 
the walls of the classroom among the stu- 
dents and the professors. 

So, we began preparing to move to 
Escondido and take up residence in the 
newly-built Westminster Village. Our 
friends and family thought we were a 
bit crazy because our second child, Pe- 
nelope, was born on August 23rd, and 
we planned to move on the 25th. The 
Lord provided a smooth delivery along 
with the means for us to make the move 
without complications. We settled in and 
began what we now call the best time of 
our lives. It truly has been a blessing to 
live in the midst of other families and to 
study alongside people who have a deep 
love for Christ and his Church. 

One of the highlights of our time so 
far has been the many relationships we 
have built, relationships that will last a 
lifetime. As we have now seen students 
and families come and go, we can think 


“It truly has 
been a blessing 
to live in the 
midst of other 
families and to 
study alongside 
people who 
have a.deep 
love for Christ 
and his 
Church.” 
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of several places in the world we will visit 
in the future to see our seminary friends. 
I mentioned one of the reasons I chose 
to attend WSC is the shepherding men- 
tality of the professors. I have not been 
let down in this area. Instead, what I 
observed from the outside looking in 
has proven to be true. Due to their ac- 
cessibility and willingness to care for the 
students, I have been able to make sev- 
eral lasting relationships. These interac- 
tions have shaped my theological convic- 
tions and have helped in establishing and 
molding who I desire to be as a minister 
of the gospel. 

After two years of study at WSC, my 
expectations have been exceeded. From 
rigorous work inside and outside the 
classroom, to theological conversations 
with fellow students, to fellowship times 
at Westminster Village. I have learned 
a great deal academically, but have also 
benefited tremendously from the insti- 
tutions emphasis on serving the local 
church. One of the ways students are 
able to serve the local church during their 
time at WSC is through the internship 
program. Serving Escondido United Re- 
formed Church as an intern has helped 
to discern the call to ministry and further 
to develop the tools and skills needed for 
pastoral ministry. My family and I have 
been blessed by the ministry of Escon- 
dido URC, which has helped to steward 
my desire to serve the church. 

Attending and becoming members 
of Escondido URC helped to clarify and 
establish our plans after seminary. Upon 
graduation in Spring of 2021, Lord 
willing, I plan to seek ordination in the 
United Reformed Churches of North 
America. We, as a family, are excited for 
what the Lord has for our future, and we 
together trust the Lord that he will con- 
tinue to prepare us for the work ahead. 
We are greatly indebted to and are so 
thankful for those who contend with 
WSC through the means of financial 
support and prayer; we would not have 
been able to attend seminary without 
their support. Our prayer is that the Lord 
would continue to bless WSC with many 
more faithful years of service to Christ 


and to his Church. 8 
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SFAD is a free, campus-wide event 
that is all about prospective student 
visitors. You get to experience WSC 
first hand by being a WSC student for 
a day! Join us at one of our upcoming 
events! 


JANUARY 15, 2021 
MARCH 12, 2021 


“I appreciate everything 
that went into Seminary 
for a Day! I saw that the 
faculty is wonderful and 
I now feel equipped to 


make a decision.” 


SFAD ATTENDEE 


LEARN MORE AT WSCAL.EDU/VISIT 


WESTMINSTER 
VILLAGE IN 2020 


As the year 2020 draws to a close, we 
look back on how circumstances this 
year affected life in the Westminster 
Village, the residential community ad- 
jacent to the campus of Westminster 
Seminary California (WSC). We give 
thanks for the Lord’s provisions during 
this year and always. 

On March 23, classes were moved 
to online instruction via Zoom confer- 
ence through the end of the semester. 
This was not an easy decision—espe- 
cially in the middle of the semester. At 
WSC we all cherish the community 
on campus and in the Westminster 
Village and place a premium on face- 
to-face education where we learn from 
one another both in and outside the 
classroom. Nevertheless, WSC moved 
to online instruction out of the utmost 
precaution to protect and care for the 
health of students and families while 
honoring our historical commitment 
to teach and prepare students for the 
church. 

While colleges and universities 
across the country were closing their 
campuses and sending students home, 
WSC students were able to remain in 
the Village, study from their apart- 
ments, and complete the semester. 
This was a huge blessing for the stu- 
dents and their families. 

Some of you have asked, “So, how 
did that go?” 

First of all, we are thankful that 
32 students were able to complete 
their studies and graduate in May. As 
they moved on to their callings, it al- 
lowed for many of the 37 NEW stu- 
dents to move into the Village. The 64 
apartments in Westminster Village are 
once again fully occupied (and there is 
a waiting list!). 

The pandemic restrictions limited 
travel and reduced work and intern- 
ship opportunities for students. To 
ease their financial burdens, the semi- 
nary received a special assistance grant 
that resulted in a 25% tuition reduc- 
tion for all students enrolled in the fall 
semester. 


We asked students for their expression of gratitude for 
those who have made the WSC education and residential 


в OUND ATION community of the Village possible this year. Here are some 


of their responses: 


A Vision of Westminster Seminary California 


“We have come to so deeply value our WSC 
community and are so incredibly grateful for 
all who helped build the Village.” 


CALEY, 3RD YEAR M.DIV. 


“It is a blessing to live in a place 
where community happens so 
naturally and spontaneously; 

as well as making it affordable 

to attend the best Reformed 
seminary on the continent! We are 
excited for this year, and thankful 
for all who have made it possible.” 


JEFE EY 3RD YVEARIM DIV? 


“During these unprecedented times, 

I have been so grateful for the opportunity 
to learn from some of the wisest and most 
experienced leaders in ministry 
that | have ever known.” 


CASSADY, 2ND YEAR MABS + MATS 


Married in January of 2020, Jack and Maria moved into the Westminster Village in 
July, in time for summer Greek. Jack, an M.Div. student, follows in the footsteps of 
his grandfathers, Dr. Robert Strimple, President Emeritus and Professor Emeritus 
of Systematic Theology, and Mr. David Edling, WSC alumnus and former trustee. 


“We are blessed to be in such 
a supportive and God-fearing 
community of believers and 
are happy to be a part of this 
multi-generational work that 
has remained committed to its 
mission since its founding.” 


JACK, 1ST YEAR M.DIV. 
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Students have joined the 
seminary from across the 
world to comprise the 
incoming class of 2020. 
Below are some statistics of 
this incoming class. 


total M.Div. M.A. 
students Students Students 
U.S. states countries denominations 


represented represented represented 


oneratulations 


CLASS OF 


estminster Seminary California’s Thirty-Ninth An- 
nual Commencement exercises took place on Sat- 
urday, May 30th, at 10am. As a result of the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic and closure of campus on March 14, 2020, 
this event was changed to a virtual format. While we were disap- 
pointed to be unable to celebrate this significant milestone for 
the class of 2020 in person and send off these graduates in the 
ordinary fashion, we were thankful that many friends, family, 
and fellow-students were able to celebrate with us online. 
WSC President Joel E. Kim provided a charge to the grad- 
uates from Romans 5:1-5, titled “Ministry of Hope.” The service 
also included prayers of thanksgiving and dedication from the 
faculty and the conferral of degrees with photos of the graduates 
on the screen so each was appropriately recognized. A video/ 
slideshow with senior reflections and photos followed the com- 
mencement service. 


2020! 


Thirty-three master's degrees were awarded, including 21 
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) and 12 Master of Arts (M.A.). 
Please join WSC in praying for these men and women as they 
go forth to serve as pastors, teachers, missionaries, scholars, and 
leaders, joining more than 1,200 WSC alumni who are using 
their theological education to glorify Christ, promote his gospel, 
and serve his church across the United States and in more than 
30 countries throughout the world. 

The 2020 graduates have been invited to return to West- 
minster Seminary California in May of 2021 for a class reunion 
and participation in next years commencement exercises. 


Video from the commencement service and personal 
reflections from six of the graduates is available 
online at WSCAL.EDU/COMMENCEMENT-2020 
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"Every one of the professors has poured 
into me, not just as a mentor...but also as a 
friend and a brother in Christ in ways that I 
will carry with me for the rest of my life." 


"What a wonderful goodbye it is 
knowing the Gospel goes out 
with such as these." 


"These recent days remind us that 
we live in uncertain times, but, my 
brothers and sisters, we testify to an 
absolutely certain message." 


MINISTRY OF HOPE 


The following is an excerpt from President Joel E. Kim's 2020 
virtual commencement speech, titled "Ministry of Hope." 


postle Paul was certainly a first- 
rate theologian, relentless evan- 
gelist, and prolific writer. But he 


was first and foremost a pastor. Through- 
out Romans, Paul’s exposition of theology 
is followed closely by application that 
naturally leads to doxology. We see Paul 
at work as a pastor in Romans 5:1-5, pas- 
toring the congregation to reflect deeply 
and practically about his teachings. I have 
only two brief things to share from our 
text: justified and blessed. 

In Romans 1-4, Paul clearly laid out 
a global problem: we are all sinners who 
live in sin. Before this global pandemic, 
we were faced with a universal problem 
of another kind: sin. We were sinners 
(5:8), inclined toward sin and in active 
rebellion against the perfection and righ- 
teousness of God. But Jesus. God’s rescue 
plan involved the sending of his only be- 
gotten Son. In the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, He justified us, 
forgiving us our sins and declaring us 
righteous on account of Christ Jesus. As 
newly minted “masters” in theology and 
divinity, this truth may be too simple for 
you. But let me remind you again. More 
important than your degrees, more im- 
portant than your title as pastors or teach- 
ers, and more important than anything 
you do, remember who you are in Christ. 
Because of Jesus Christ you are forgiven, 
declared righteous, called the son and 
daughter of the God Most High, and be- 
long to Jesus Christ. Your value and your 


significance are based 
on the very fact that you 
belong to him. 

Not only are we 
justified, but we are also 
blessed. Paul spoke of 
“the blessings” of jus- 
tification in Romans “ 
4:6; now he explains 
the “blissful consequences" of our justi- 
fication. First, we have peace with God 
(5:1b). Paul speaks of peace with God, a 
change in status in our relationship with 
God. No longer “enemies” (5:10) who 
rebelled against God and deserving His 
wrath, but we are now reconciled to God 
and favored by God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Second, we have “access” 
to God by faith (5:2a). Paul has in mind 
the privilege we have of living in the very 
presence of God. Our relationship with 
God is not provisional or probationary. It 
is secure and permanent. Third, we have 
hope of the glory of God. Unlike wish- 
ful thinking, this hope means we have 
joyful confidence in our future. God who 
declared us righteous in Christ Jesus will 
not and cannot change his mind, making 
the promised glory certain and definite. 

You are justified and blessed. Pro- 
claiming this is your ministry. To lift the 
name of Christ on high to those who do 
not know Him. To remind believers how 
blessed we are in Christ Jesus. To bring 
hope to all who struggle with the present 
and are uncertain about the future. 8 


SARA HEITMAN | MAHT 
“| discovered Christ more 
deeply as my exceeding joy 
given freely by God." 


“More 
important than 
your degrees, 
more important 
than your title 
as pastors 

or teachers, 
and more 
important than 
anything you 
do, remember 
who you are 

in Christ." 


TYLER MOSER | M.Div., MAHT 


“In all the disappointments, the 
celebrations, the long nights, the 
hours and hours of reading, through 
it all, He’s been with us.” 


NORMAN PARAN | M.Div. 
“Thank you to the professors for 
your passion for teaching and 

faithfulness to the Word.” 


SUMMER GREEK 
WITH DR. BITNER 


reek I, better known as “Sum- 
mer Greek” at the seminary, is 
a rite of passage for most WSC 


students the summer before their first 
full semester of seminary. This intensive 
course ran from July 28 through August 
28. Last summer’s Greek I course was 
different in two important ways. First, 
it was Dr. Bradley J. Bitner’s first course 
taught at WSC. Dr. Bitner most recently 
taught Greek, New Testament, and Bibli- 
cal Theology at Oak Hill College in Lon- 
don. He also taught at Macquarie Uni- 
versity in Sydney, Australia. Second, the 
class was conducted virtually over Zoom 
due to state and county restrictions re- 
lated to the pandemic. 

Thankfully, Dr. Bitner’s innovative 
approach to classroom technology pro- 
vided students an engaging “classroom” 
experience despite the virtual format. This 
online format, while not ideal, presented 
an opportunity for current students and 
alumni to audit the course in order to 
refresh their Greek skills, as 8 auditors 
joined the 19 enrolled students. В 


WSC WELCOMES 


NEW DEAN OF STUDENTS 


n August 3, 2020, West- 
minster Seminary California 
welcomed its new Dean of 


Students, Rev. Chuck Tedrick. He was 
honored to serve as the pastor of Calvary 
United Reformed Church in Loveland, 
Colorado, from 2010-2020. Rev. Ted- 
rick is a WSC alumnus, having earned 
his Master of Divinity degree in 2010. 
While a seminary student, Rev. Tedrick 
worked for WSC and the White Horse 
Inn in marketing, development, and 
event management, and before that in 
the automotive industry for nearly 20 
years. À native of Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, which is a suburb of Detroit, 
he and his wife, Michele, are pleased to 
return to southern California. Michele 
works for the White Horse Inn. 

Rev. Tedrick replaces Dr. Julius J. 
Kim, who now serves as President of 
The Gospel Coalition and Visiting Pro- 
fessor of Practical Theology at WSC. 
While Dr. Kim split his time as Dean 


of Students and Professor of Practi- 
cal Theology, Rev. Tedrick will serve as 
Dean of Students in a full-time role. 
This change in the position from part- 
time to full-time is a demonstration of 
the seminarys commitment to foster a 
vibrant community of faith and study, 
of fellowship and prayer. Rev. Tedrick 
will play a leading role in fostering this 
vibrant community and spiritual life on 
campus. 

The WSC community is a diverse 
one, composed of faculty, staff, and stu- 
dents from a variety of denominations, 
backgrounds, and regions of the world. 
Among his responsibilities, Rev. Tedrick 
will oversee student services relating 
to campus life, international students, 
ministry placement, and coordination 
with local churches. Despite only having 
been on the job for a few months, WSC 
students have come to cherish Rev. Ted- 
rick’s prayerful care for them. E 


“1 want to help people land well here; and 
while they're here І want them to learn and 
live and love well, and then | want to help 
them to launch well into whatever 
the Lord has for them next." 
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JANUARY 15-16, 2021 BROADCAST 


One theologian described Christians as always playing ‘an away game.’ As God's people, we recognize that we are not yet home; we 
are awaiting our Homecoming at the King's return. Yet we are neither aimlessly biding time nor left alone in our waiting. There is much 
to do, be, and learn as we journey between the time of Christ's first coming and the time of his return. This conference is meant to 
explore the Church's identity, relationships, and responsibilities during this present, yet passing, evil age. 


VIRTUAL PLENARY SESSIONS &SPEAKERS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 


THE CHURCH AS EXILES 


DENNIS E. JOHNSON 


Our uncomfortable calling as exiles—to be 
neither isolated from nor absorbed into our 
environment—means following the footsteps 
of the Suffering Servant, confident that, even 
as we are marginalized, "the Spirit of glory 
and of God rests on you" (4:12-14). 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


THE CHURCH AS NEIGHBOR 


DAVID VANDRUNEN 


How is the church to remain faithful to 
preaching the gospel, which is an offense, 
alongside the call to live in peace with all 
people? Both are expressions of Christian 
love. This message will explore how the 
church relates to unbelieving neighbors 
alongside whom it exists. 


THE CHURCH AS PERSECUTED 


JOEL E- KIM 


What do the sufferings of the church of Christ 
in the past and around the globe teach us 
about the present church? This message will 
explore how Christ's church bears witness 
in the midst of persecution, proclaiming the 
enduring reign of God and the power of His 
Word. 


z O O РМИР SIT 


THE CHURCH AS PILGRIMS 


MICHAEL S. HORTON 


As pilgrims we are purposefully and 
intentionally headed somewhere. We have 
been liberated and freed for the journey, 
but we have neither settled nor arrived. This 
message will compare and contrast being a 
pilgrim with being a master, on one hand, and 
a tourist, on the other. 


8:30AM PST 


THE CHURCH AS BODY 


A. CRAIG TROXEL 


The headship of Christ splashes upon the 
shores of millions of galaxies and myriads of 
angelic hosts, which bow to the dominion of 
Christ’s supremacy. And yet it is the church— 
not the universe—which is his body. This 
message will unfold how this marvelous 
reality influences how we worship and serve 
Christ as creator, ruler, and redeemer. 


THE CHURCH AS GLORIFIED 


W. ROBERT GODFREY 


One of the greatest hopes of the church in this 
age is that this age will end. This hope is not 
wishful thinking nor speculation. This hope 
is anchored to the persons and purposes of 
her Triune God in time and in eternity. She 
will be brought home to glory and glorified: 
ruling, reigning, and resting in perfect peace 
for eternity. Home at last, free at last. 


QUESTIONS & ANSWERS | SPEAKER PANEL 


More information is available at 


ONMISSION 


A Divine 
Direction 


THROUGH DEAFNESS 


ing your mind with things that dont matter. All we 
need is Jesus.” I can appreciate those well-intended 
words that came from a friend of the family. What aspiring pas- 
tor wants to fill his mind with the unimportant? And precisely 


СС \ 7 oure going to seminary? Now Daniel, dont go fill- 


because Jesus is so vitally important, the last thing we want for 
our future ministers is to head off to seminary and lose sight of 
him while there. 

Looking back 20 years later, I am grateful for the care- 
ful instruction I received at Westminster Seminary California. 
Anyone acquainted with WSC will know that the important 
truths of God’s Word, and the ethical obligations that arise 
from them, are not passed over in the pursuit of a more popular 
message. And because Christ and his redemptive work stand at 
the heart of the scriptures and are foundational for the church’s 
obedience, I discovered that the lecturers did not neglect so 
great a Savior. 

Precisely because WSC takes this calling of training pastors 
so seriously, most of us had to study hard and diligently. And 
why shouldn't that be the case when you are preparing students 
to enter a vocation that plays a crucial role in the thoughts, feel- 
ings, words, and actions of God's people? Where eternal desti- 
nies are concerned, the church cannot afford to be careless. It 
would be unwise and unloving for theological training institu- 
tions to send workers out into fields of service with Masters 
degrees that lacked the needed depth. 

WSC’s daily regimen of biblical languages, careful theo- 
logical distinctions, awareness of the cultures and customs of 
ancient people, developing literary sensitivities, discovering 
Christ in all the scriptures, and gaining principles for wise pas- 
toral applications were daunting, to say the least. More than 
once I wondered how I would get through them. Thankfully, 
there was plenty of good humor and laughter along the way. I 
can still see Dr. Estelle taking off his shoes during a class break 
and heading out to the grassy field to throw the football with 
students — only to return to the lectern minus his shoes and 
resume the lecture. It wasnt long before the classroom door 
opened, and Dr. Godfrey entered with the missing shoes that 
had mysteriously turned up on his office desk. What a wonder- 
ful way for a new professor to make an early impression! 

The love for God's Word modeled by the faculty (and stu- 
dents) at WSC, as well as the academic rigor required to survive 
the successive semesters, served me well as I went off to Europe 


and then to Australia to pursue a PhD in New Testament stud- 
ies. Those learned seminary habits of concentrated study, fu- 
eled by biblical inquisitiveness, are also a blessing to the pastor’s 
study and, I trust, to the people of God. I desire for God's peo- 
ple what WSC wants for its students: to know God's Word, love 
God's Word, and to have the confidence that God's Word and 
Spirit will support us in a changing world full of uncertainties. 

For me, those uncertain and difficult days began after my 
doctoral studies when we returned to the USA. I took up a 
call to a small OPC mission work in Roseburg, a rural city in 
southern Oregon. As soon as we arrived, we dove into con- 
gregational life with enthusiasm, optimism, and a good bit of 
trepidation as well. There were outreaches to plan, weekly radio 
Bible studies to prepare, sermons to write, visits to make, rela- 
tional challenges to work through — the usual things — along 
with starting a family. Our son was born with what we were 
told was *mild-to-moderate" hearing loss. Several years later we 
received the difficult news that he had been misdiagnosed: his 
hearing loss was indeed profound. 

Although we had purchased a home a year before this new 
discovery, we knew that the medical resources available in a 
rural city would not be adequate. We were confused. While 
we loved Covenant Grace OPC, it seemed that Gods path for 
us led north to Portland. It was a direction with no earthly 
assurances of ministry to come, or even gainful employment 
due to the tanking economy in 2008. Proverbs 16:9 took on 
new meaning for us, even as it would echo through the ensu- 
ing years: "Ihe heart of man plans his way, but the LORD 
establishes his steps." God's call was not easy, but it did lead to 
a deeper experience of his goodness and care. 

Upon relocating, we went to see an audiologist to get my 
son fitted for a new hearing aid earmold. As we sat in the audi- 
ologist’s office, the conversation went something like this: 

“So, what do you do?” 

“I am a pastor.” 

“Oh, that’s great. What church?” 

“Well, I served a Presbyterian church in Roseburg.” 

“Do Presbyterians believe in Reformed Theology?” 
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“Yes,” I answered, “Why do you ask?" 


She then went on to relate how her hus- 
band was learning about Reformed theol- 
ogy in a Bible study that was being taught 
by Emmanuel’s URC in Salem, Oregon. 
As it turned out, there would soon be a 
church plant without a church planter, 
and I was a church planter without a 
church plant. We had no idea that this 
new work was being formed and that 
God was preparing what would become 
Grace URC for me, and I for them. 
God's sovereignty over our displaced 
lives was startling. But why should I be 
surprised (2 Cor 9:8)? I believed that 
God's providence is his "almighty and 
ever present power, whereby, as with his 
hand, he still upholds heaven and earth 
and all creatures, and so governs them 
that leaf and blade, rain and drought, 
fruitful and barren years, food and drink, 
health and sickness, riches and poverty, 
indeed, all things, come to us not by 
chance but by his fatherly hand" (HC, 
LD 27). Wasnt this what WSC had 
taught me? Wasn't this one of the regular 
themes of my preaching and visiting the 
saints in hospitals and homes? And yet, 
the experience of God's personal involve- 
ment through a child's deafness and our 
Savior’s loving control over this situation 
(quite outside my control and impervious 
to my influence) left me breathless. 
Surely, through this experience I had 
become more trusting. Now I would be 
more confident in the ways of this gra- 
cious God whom I proclaimed Sunday 
by Sunday. Now I could look back and 
see how the promises in his Word were il- 
lustrated by his providence in my family's 
life. I would like to think that such confi- 
dence was the case, but the truth was that 
I had so much more to learn. And isn't 
that the point? We never stop learning. 
We are life-long learners in the school of 
Christ. With pastors this is especially so. 
So, there we were, enjoying life and 
ministry in Portland. God's hand was 
upon Grace URC and it was truly excit- 
ing to be a part of that work. But as the 
years went by, we became more acutely 
aware that the educational opportunities 
for deaf children werent adequate. Slowly, 
we came to embrace another hard provi- 
dence; we would need to relocate again. 


WSCAL.EDU 


God knew that this pastor needed more 
training in trusting the Lord's power to 
order and carry out every single detail of 
our lives with his sovereign, gracious, and 
loving care. 

With growing concern for our son 
and upon the advice of a deaf friend 
(and the eventual blessing of the con- 
sistory), we made our second difficult 
move. Again, the path God put before 
us went north. Once more, we packed 
all our earthly belongings into a moving 
truck and relocated just north of Seattle, 
to be near a good deaf school. It was dif- 
ficult to leave and we couldnt believe 
God was calling us to move again. God's 
sovereignty was a challenge to accept be- 
cause, like the church plant in Roseburg, 
we loved Grace URC. But those feelings, 
as hard as they were, were also balanced 
with the unbreakable truth that the God 
who gave us this challenge is the Lord 
who has met our greatest need in Jesus. 
We didn’t know how, but we felt sure that 
he is able to meet our daily needs (Phil 
4:19). So, we moved once more. 

This is where Hope Presbyterian 
Church comes into the story. We ended 
up joining a small OPC congregation, 
Westminster OPC, which was pastored by 
Rev. David Inks, also a graduate of WSC. 
After filling the pulpit at WOPC and vari- 
ous other congregations in the region, the 
session pulled my wife and me aside and 
said, “We have been praying for several 
years that God would use WOPC to plant 
a church. We have $1,400, but no inter- 
ested individuals. What do you think?” 
How could anyone say “по” to that? 

As we sat at the dinner table one eve- 
ning, our son announced, “I am sorry, 
dad, but I don’t understand the preach- 
ing. I need an interpreter.” Our hearts 
sank. Because God’s Word is so precious, 
we agonized over those words of our son. 
We had repeatedly tried to find a sign 
language interpreter for him, but to no 
avail. So, my wife and I did what we had 
done in the past: we poured out our grief 
to the Lord and began looking for a deaf 
church with an evening service that we 
could attend as a family. 

Deaf Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches are very rare — five in the USA. 
To our surprise, we discovered that Seat- 


“The greatness 
of God, his 
personal and 
painstaking 
care in our lives, 
combined with 
his steadfast 
love for his 
elect people, 
are reasons for 
great joy.” 


tle Deaf Church was a confessional deaf, 
Presbyterian church a mere 30 minutes 
south of us. So, I quickly sent Pastor Toby 
Welch an email. He said that they were 
looking for a more centralized location 
for their members, and that one of the 
places they were praying about was Bel- 
levue. I just about fell out of my chair 
in astonishment! Hope' facility was in 
Bellevue and there was plenty of room 
to share with another congregation. God 
showed his faithfulness yet again, relocat- 
ing a struggling deaf congregation to our 
facility in Bellevue where a covenant child 
had been struggling to “hear” the Word. 

The Lord gives us what we need 
in order to prepare us for what he has 
planned. The greatness of God, his per- 
sonal and painstaking care in our lives, 
combined with his steadfast love for his 
elect people, are reasons for great joy. I, 
for one, am glad that WSC takes such a 
big view of our exalted God and insists 
upon instilling his magnificence in the 
minds of his workers. This is one reason, 
among many, why I am grateful for the 
training I received at Westminster Semi- 
nary. The work is immense, the way is 
difficult, but the Lord is our strength, his 
Word a lamp, and his purposes for his 
people will never fail. B 


ALUMNI 
NEWS 


1983 

David Inks serves as Pastor of Covenant 
United Reformed Church of Fresno, CA. 
Due to a large gift from the trust of Ed and 
Jan Hale they were able to purchase their 
own 3600 sq.ft. building that now serves 
as their worship location as of June 2020. 


1986 

David C. Crenshaw published his second 
book in June 2020, The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, A Commentary for the People, which is 
written as an easy-to-understand commen- 
tary for those without a seminary education. 


1989 

Frederik (Fritz) Harms who served as se- 
nior chaplain at Bethany Home in Ripon 
California since 2009, has been called to 
join the church-planting effort at Cove- 
nant URC in Colorado Springs, CO as its 
Interim-Pastor. In January 2020 Fritz had 
an opportunity to teach on the Reformed 
Confessions in Riga, Latvia. 


1991 

Paul Anthony Francis Castellano, has 
transferred his Ph.D. work and will be 
completing his doctorate in Systematic 
Theology with an emphasis in ecclesiology 
to the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. 
Fr. Paul also recently completed a book 
on a Reformed View of Anglican worship 
entitled, As it is in Heaven. Why we Wor- 
ship this Way, which will be published by 
Wheatmark Publishers later in the year. 


1992 

Jaeyoun Peter Chang is Senior Pastor of 
The Rehoboth Church Fairfax, VA, which 
is part of the World Korean Presbyterian 
Church (WKPC). 


1992 

Stephen P. Lewis has been appointed 
as Old Testament Lecturer at Reformed 
Theological College in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, and Lord willing, will be moving 
his family there before the end of this year. 


2000 

Patrick O'Banion published his third 
book, Deza and Its Moriscos. He works 
with Training Leaders International, a 
Minneapolis-based missions agency, and 


recently came under care in the Siouxlands 
Presbytery (PCA). 


2001 

John Carter is now the Base Chaplain 
at Naval Station Great Lakes. This is the 
Navy's largest training center with an aver- 
age population of 19,000 sailors and 5,000 
civilians at any given time. He is grateful 
for the opportunity and expects it to be 
his last tour on active duty before retiring 
from military ministry in 2022. 


2009 

Austin Britton has accepted a call to be 
the next senior pastor at All Souls PCA 
church in Missoula, Montana. 


2010 

Chuck Tedrick accepted a position as the 
Dean of Students at Westminster Seminary 
California and began his work in August 
2020. His wife, Michele, remains engaged 
as the Director of Marketing for White 
Horse Inn. The Tedricks live in Rancho 
Bernardo and are pleased to worship, fel- 
lowship, and serve at Christ URC in Santee. 


2011 

Tricia Howerzyl and husband Phillip are 
expecting their second baby in November 
2020, a boy to be named Wyatt, who will 
join big sister Zoé (2). 


2014 

Patrick Crandall and his family moved 
to Columbia, T'N, to plant a church in 
2021. They will be planting out of and in 
partnership with Grace Reformed Church 
of Springhill, TN. 


Justin McGeary and his wife, Melody, 
(married in 2018) moved to Rapid City, 
SD, where he teaches in the Christian stud- 
ies department at John Witherspoon Col- 
lege and is actively involved at Redeeming 


Grace Church. 


2015 

Harrison Perkins recently published his 

first book: Catholicity and the Covenant of 
Works: James Ussher and the Reformed Tradi- 

tion (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology; 

New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 

2020). 


Luke Gossett and his wife, Jennifer, wel- 
comed their son, Cohen Wendell Gossett, 
on May 9th. Luke was ordained as As- 
sociate Minister of Word and Sacrament 


at Christ Reformed Church (URCNA) in 


Washington, DC, on July 19th. 


2017 

Antonio Coppola launched a church plant, 
Covenant Waterfall Presbyterian Church, 
in his hometown of Durban, South Africa, 
in 2019. He is now an ordained minister in 
the Presbyterian and Reformed Church of 
Southern Africa and serves as the manager 
of the Durban campus of Mukhanyo Theo- 
logical College, a Reformed Bible school 
in South Africa. 


Fedor Minakov is in his second year of 
Th.M. (Biblical Studies OT) at Westminster 
‘Theological Seminary (Philadelphia) and is 
currently serving as director of a "Christian 
Education” project at the Evangelical Re- 
formed Seminary of Ukraine (Kyiv). He 
and his family are members of The Big 
City Church, which is part of Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Ukraine. 


Jonathan Cruse and his wife, Kerri Ann, 
welcomed their second child, Evangeline 
Ann, on September 3rd, 2020. Jonathan's 
second book, What Happens When We Wor- 
ship, was released in October 2020 through 
Reformation Heritage Books. 


2018 

Yi Wang was ordained in November 2019 
as an associate pastor at Christ Reformed 
Church (URCNA) in Anaheim, CA, 
where he is planting a Chinese-speaking 
Reformed church called Covenant Chi- 
nese Reformed Church. On November 
10, 2019, Yiand Huimin welcomed their 
second son, Berit Wang. 


Kevin Wang has been serving at Grace 
Baptist Church, Taipei, Taiwan, for the 
past two years and is taking Th.M. classes 
at the local Reformed seminary, which is 
partnered with PRTS. Kevin and his wife 
have a baby boy, Kyle, who is one year old. 


2019 

John Kong has passed his Licensure and 
Ordination exams in the PCA and will 
be ordained and installed as an Assistant 
Pastor at New Life Presbyterian Church 
in Escondido, CA, in November 2020. 
2020 

Caleb Janson has accepted a call to Lyn- 
den URC to be the Church Planting Pas- 
tor in Gig Harbor, WA. Mr. Janson will 
undergo his Ordination Exam at the next 
meeting of Classis Pacific Northwest. В 
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IN MEMORY OF PETE DE JONG 


February 20, 1927 - July 15, 2020 


Trustee Emeritus, Westminster Seminary California 


estminster Seminary Califor- 
nia (WSC) has lost a faithful 
friend and passionate advo- 


cate of the seminary’s mission to educate 
pastors for the church. On July15, 2020, 
Pete de Jong, age 93, of Escondido, Cali- 
fornia, went to be with his Lord and Sav- 
ior, Jesus Christ. He is survived by his wife 
of 63 years, Rena (Dragt), five children, 
34 grandchildren, and 44 great-grandchil- 
dren. He was predeceased by their young- 
est son, William in 2005. 

Pete de Jong was born in the Nether- 
lands. His large family moved to the Unit- 
ed States in 1949. Pete followed in 1950 
after finishing his tour of duty with the 
Dutch Army in Indonesia. Together with 
his extended family he began Hollandia 
Dairy in Escondido, CA. This 28-cow 
dairy had an attached “Cash and Carry" 
store. He trained his six children in the 
ways of milking, packaging, and selling 
the products. As co-owner of the dairy, 
he spent many years in charge of public 
relations, marketing, and administration. 
Hollandia Dairy remains a family-owned 
and thriving business, producing, packag- 
ing, and distributing fresh milk and dairy 
products to families and schools in South- 
ern California. 

Pete's business skills and love for meet- 
ing people were used mightily as he became 
involved in his church and community. 
He was elected to the Board of Trustees of 
Westminster Seminary California in 1986 
and served several terms, a total of 14 years. 
Pete was an advocate for the students and 
an early visionary for building on-campus 
student housing. In 2009 the WSC Board 
of Trustees conferred on Pete de Jong the 
title of Trustee Emeritus. 

Dr. W. Robert Godfrey, President 
Emeritus, writes, “We are very thankful 


at WSC for the life of Pete de Jong who 


"For by grace you have been saved, through 


faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God. Not a result of works, 


so that no one may boast." 


EPHESIANS 2: 8-9 ESV 


was always a great help and inspiration 
to us. He helped on the Board with wise 
business advice that so increased seminary 
income that he became known as ‘maxi- 
mum Pete.’ Much more he inspired us 
with his constant enthusiasm to speak of 
Jesus and his Gospel. We miss him." 

His zeal for the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
was evident in his work, in his volunteer 
service and with his family. His family tells 
the story of what they called his “Gospel 
Саг” He used this car to go out witness- 
ing to others. Rev. Christopher J. Gor- 
don (WSC M.Div. 2004 graduate) was 
Pete's pastor at the Escondido Untied Re- 


formed Church in the last years of Pete's 
life. Pastor Gordon recalls that - during 
his time as a student at WSC — he would 
go with Pete de Jong door-to-door to be 
a witness for Jesus Christ. Chris reports, 
“The idea of going door-to-door could be 
a bit nerve-wracking, but Pete always had 
a way of calming even those hostile to the 
gospel. His love for Christ was authen- 
tic, and people, observing his sincerity, 
wanted to hear him. I never remember 
having one door slammed in our face." 
There was nothing Pete de Jong enjoyed 
more than sharing the story of salvation 
through Christ with those he met. B 


*He inspired us with his constant enthusiasm to speak 
of Jesus and his Gospel. We miss him." 
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IN MEMORY OF 


JAMES DONALD CARSON 


July 4, 1929 - August 1, 2020 


Trustee Emeritus, Dean of Students, Westminster Seminary California 


estminster Seminary Califor- 
nia (WSC) has lost one of the 
founding members of its first 


independent Board of Trustees. Rev. Dr. 
James D. Carson went to be with his Lord 
and Savior on August 1, 2020, at age 91. 
He was married to Dorothy (Mersereau) 
for 56 years. She preceded him in death on 
January 7, 2009. Jim is survived by four 
children, 12 grandchildren and 8 great 
grandchildren. 

James Donald Carson was born in 
Sparta, IL, on July 4th, 1929. His life's 
journey would lead him from the Midwest 
to the West Coast, and lastly to Beaver 
Falls, PA. His journey would be focused 
on leading people to Christ as he was led 
to serve in many ways to people and in- 
stitutions. 

A graduate of Geneva College and 
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary, he served three congregations of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church: Portland, 
OR, Pittsburgh, PA, and Los Angeles, 
CA. It was during his time as a pastor in 
California that Jim was called to be West- 
minster Seminary California's first com- 
mencement speaker (1982) and then to 
serve as a Trustee on the first WSC board 
that was independent from Westminster 
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia. He 
was involved for 18 of the first 30 years 
of WSC as a member of the Board of 
Trustees for 12 years, including 6 years 
as chairman of the board, and —after his 
retirement from the pastorate —as the dean 
of students and director of field education 
for nearly 6 years. 

Dr. Carson’s impact and influence in 
those formative years of the seminary were 
immeasurable, but he would humbly de- 


fer any focus on himself and point people 
to Jesus. Dr. Dennis E. Johnson, Professor 
Emeritus of Practical Theology, writes this 
about the influence of the Dr. Carson in 
his life: “We first met in 1976 when I was 
called to pastor Beverly OPC in East L.A. 
Jim welcomed me and took me under his 
wing in so many ways. And then we were 
able to work together in the launch of 
Westminster Seminary California. His 
leadership as chairman of WSC's board 
was crucial to our institutional founda- 
tions. . . and then I had the extra joy of 
working with him as he took the lead in 
developing our field education program 
—and ‘pastoring’ so many students who 
needed a wise, truth-telling, and patient 
shepherd.” 

There are many who testify to the 
wisdom, kindness, and “beautiful feet” of 
God's messenger, James Carson. The Rev. 
Anthony Selvaggio at Rochester Christian 
Reformed Church eulogized Jim Carson 
in the memorial service, “Beautiful Feet." 
Rev. Selvaggio said that Romans 10:15 was 
Dr. Carsonss "spiritual résumé.” He was а 
messenger of the good news of Jesus Christ 
wherever his journey led him, and "he pro- 
claimed Christ with his entire being." 

At an early age, Mr. Carson commit- 
ted his life to Jesus Christ. In his death 
he desired that all glory be given to his 
Savior, the Lord Jesus. He trusted in 
the promises of the Bible, knew his sins 
were forgiven, and had sure hope that, at 
death, he had been "perfect in holiness." 
He wrote in his will, "It has been the goal 
of my life to bring honor to God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.” Ш 

(Our thanks to Geneva College for pro- 
viding the photo of Dr. James Carson.) 


“It has been the goal of my life to bring 
honor to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit." 


JAMES DONALD CARSON 


"How then will 
they call on him in 


whom they have not 
believed? And how 
are they to believe in 
him of whom they 
have never heard? 
And how are they to 
hear without someone 
preaching? And how 
are they to preach 
unless they are sent? 
As it is written, 
"How beautiful 
are the feet of those 
who preach the good 
p 


news. 


ROM. 10:14-15, ESV 
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SERVING THE CHURCH DURING COVID 


WSC faculty members are committed churchmen as well. 

In a typical year, our faculty of 10 members combine 
to deliver approximately 100 sermons and talks at churches 
around the world, as well as serving on denominational com- 
mittees. COVID-19 has altered our lives and churches in vary- 
ing ways around the country. Notifications of cancelled events 
have become the norm rather than the exception over the last 
eight months. Many churches, such as those in California, are 
limited to meeting online or outdoors. In spite of these state 
restrictions, WSC professors have continued to find ways to 
serve the global church through pulpit supply, lectures, and 
trainings. 

Dr. R. Scott Clark has provided pulpit supply for churches 
around San Diego County in outdoor services, including New 
Life La Mesa (PCA) and Escondido United Reformed Church. 
President Joel E. Kim preached at churches in Los Angeles and 
Fullerton. In September, Drs. Michael S. Horton and S. M. 
Baugh preached at churches in Florida and Arizona, respec- 
tively. Dr. David VanDrunen delivered a virtual sermon for 
Zion Cornerstone Reformed Church in Manilla, Philippines. 
He also had the privilege to deliver the charge at the ordina- 
tion service of WSC alumnus Rev. Jeremy Allen at El Camino 
OPC in Goleta, California. These are just a selection of the 


Í n addition to being accomplished teachers and scholars, 


ADAPTING IN CHALLENGING TIMES 


estminster Seminary California is committed to 

N X / residential, face-to-face education because it be- 

lieves the best way to prepare pastors and lead- 

ers is by fostering a shared community of learning, living, and 

serving together in a vibrant community. Seminary education 

should not be a data dump; the spiritual formation that occurs 

inside and outside of the classroom is critical in preparation to 
serve Christ’s church. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented a challenge to 
this residential model. Last December, WSC announced the 
appointment of Dr. Nick Brennan as Associate Professor of 
New Testament. While he was scheduled to begin teaching on 
WSC campus this fall, the pandemic delayed his visa appli- 
cation processing. Dr. S. M. Baugh, who retired officially at 
the end of last academic year, graciously agreed to teach most 
of Dr. Brennan’s classes on campus this fall. Thankfully, WSC 


NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY AS TO STUDENTS 


many sermons WSC faculty members have preached around 
the country and the world. 

In addition to these preaching opportunities, Dr. Clark 
spoke at a virtual conference based in India and taught a 13- 
week class on the history of covenant theology for a church in 
Bakersfield, California. In October, Dr. VanDrunen spoke at 
the Cornerstone Christian Church Conference in Medford, 
Oregon. Dr. A. Craig Troxel taught an online Sunday School 
series on the doctrine of man at Harvest OPC in San Marcos, 
California. Over the summer, he taught a virtual class on ec- 
clesiology for the Orthodox Presbyterian Church’s Ministerial 
Training Institute (MTI), which provides continuing educa- 
tion opportunities for the denomination’s elders and deacons. 
Currently, Dr. Troxel is teaching another MTI class on pastoral 
ministry. Most recently, Dr. Horton was honored to deliver the 
13th Annual Gaffin Lectures at Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary in Philadelphia, which had been re-scheduled from March. 

Westminster Seminary California exists to serve Christ, 
his gospel, and his church. Faculty members fulfill this mis- 
sion primarily by preparing the next generation of the church’s 
servants through theological education and mentorship. As 
churchmen, they also serve the church through their many 
preaching and speaking engage- 


ments, even in a pandemic. Ш 


students had the oppor- 
P Ar 

tunity to learn under Dr. е E | 

Brennan in his Divinity 

of Jesus Christ in the New 

Testament class, which was 


| | INPERSON + INPRINT ` + INPRINT 


the only fully online class 


at WSC this semester. Dr. 
Brennan has been teaching this class online from Australia. 
This January, WSC students are looking forward to reunit- 
ing with Dr. Dennis E. Johnson, Professor Emeritus of Practi- 
cal Theology. Dr. Johnson will be teaching Intro to Reformed 
Biblical Theology virtually from his new home in Tennessee. 
While the pandemic has forced the seminary to be flexible and 
creative with its instructional delivery, we are thankful to the 
Lord that all of our other courses have been offered in person 
this academic year. Ш 


The Westminster Seminary California school admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration 
of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs. 
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Fall 2020 Morning Devotions 


The spiritual life of Westminster Seminary California is nur- 
tured by Morning Devotions on Tuesdays and Thursdays. All 
devotional exercises are governed by the Word of God, which 
remains the true guide in Christian worship and prayer, as well 
as in all other activities of the Christian life and life on cam- 
pus. This fall semester, WSC introduced two new series, titled 
Prayer, led primarily by Rev. Chuck Tedrick, and The Great Re- 
versals of Scripture, led primarily by the WSC faculty. You can 
access these devotions online in the WSC Resource Center 
or inthe WSC Mobile App. 


“Don't be blind in your ministry to 
where the power lies—it's not with 
you. It’s all with the Lord.” 


DR. BRAD BITNER 


Boasting Subverted, Boasting Inverted 


WSC FACULTY + GUESTS | /^usdays at 10am 


The Scripture is resplen- 
dent with unexpected and 
adical reversals in the 
ives, events, conversa- 
tions, and destinies of her 
characters. Salvation itself 
is a great reversal from be- 
ing dead in sin in Adam, to 
being alive in Christ. Join us 
in listening and learning to- 
gether as WSC professors 
and guest lectures lead us 
through a series unpacking The Great Reversals of Scripture. 


The Great 
Reversals 
of Scripture 


REV. CHUCK TEDRICK + GUESTS | 7,2): at 10am 


Jesus’ disciples asked him 
to “teach us to pray.” Obvi- 
ously, prayer is an essen- 
tial ingredient in the lives 
of God's people. This se- 
mester we explored vari- 
ous prayers throughout re- 
demptive history in hopes 
of learning more about our 
God, his Word, salvation, 
ourselves, and our world. 
Our Dean of Students, Rev. 
Chuck Tedrick, and various guests will lead us through reflec- 
tions upon various prayers offered by the saints throughout 
the ages. 


Prayers 


FACULTY WRITING 


ARTICLES 


R. SCOTT CLARK 

“Preface” in Johannes Wollebius, Johannes Wollebius, 
Compêndio de Teologia Cristã, trans. Ewerton B. 
Tokashiki (2020) 


“Seriously and Promiscuously: The Synod of Dort on 
the Free Offer of the Gospel” in Joel R. Beeke and 
Martin І. Klauber, ed. The Synod of Dort: Historical, 
Theological, and Experiential Perspectives (Gottingen: 
Vandenhoek & Ruprecht, 2020), 89-104 


"Caspar Olevianus On The Eternal Generation of the 
Son and the Substance of the Covenant of Grace," in 
Credo Magazine (November, 2020) 


HORTON 

“Covenant,” Oxford Handbook of Reformed Theology, 
ed. Michael Allen & Scott Swain (Oxford: OUP, Oct 
2020) 


"| just believe the Bible' Doesn't Make you Orthodox," 
The Gospel Coalition (June 2020) 


“Feasting in a Fast-Food World," Modern Reformation 
29, No. 6 (Nov/Dec 2020) 


“Is Our Bible Too Small?” Modern Reformation 29, No. 
4 (July/Aug 2020) 


“Redeeming Justice,” Modern Reformation 29, No. 3 
(May/June 2020) 


A. CRAIG TROXEL 
“The Witness of the Communion of Saints,” TableTalk 
(June, 2020) 


"Ideal is not Ideal," Didaktikos (September, 2020) 


"Not Afraid of Bad News," New Horizons (September, 
2020) 


DAVID VANDRUNEN 

“Making a Critical Natural Law Theory a Bit More 
Critical: A Response to David Mcllroy,” Law & Justice 
184 (Hilary/Easter 2020): 25-36 


“Jesus Came ‘Not to Abolish the Law but to Fulfill 
It’: The Sermon on the Mount and Its Implications 
for Contemporary Law,” Pepperdine Law Review 47 
(Special Issue, 2020): 523-48 


“Should Protestants Reject Natural Law: Responding 
to Common Objections,” in Public Discourse (August 2, 
2020) 
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WSC ANNUAL REPORT 
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WSC does not receive direct funding 
from the government or from any 
specific church denomination 


INSTRUCTION 
(„7 8 PROGRAMS 


ОТНЕВ 


$47 $4.6 | TUITION PE 
MILLION MILLION | FULL-TIME 
| STUDENT 


8% 12% 


AVERAGE SCHOLARSHIP/GRANT AVERAGE NET COST 


i 2 N 


UNRESTRICTED FUNDRAISING & GENERAL & 
GIFTS DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATIVE 


HONORARIUM & MEMORIAL GIFTS 


“1м HONOR OF 
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Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Julius J. Kim 
Rey. John C. Kong 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Korthuis 


Rev. Dr. A. Craig Troxel 
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Montgomery 


IN MEMORY OF 


Mr. Vasily Arkihipov 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mrs. Evelyn Bohrer 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn 


Mr. Elko Brouwer 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Derke P. Bergsma 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 
Mrs. Nellie B. den Dulk 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kiledjian 


Rev. Dr. James D. Carson 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Godfrey 
Rev. and Mrs. Joel E. Kim 

Ms. Christiana Phillips 

Ms. Rebecca Phillips 


Ms. Zuella Daire 
Mr. Jason Guidry 


Mr. Pete de Jong 

Adair & Evans 

Mrs. Clara Brouwer 

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Brower 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Theo J. De Haan 
Mrs. Nellie B. den Dulk 

Mr. Tim Dodson 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew W. Eisele 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Faber 

Rey. and Mrs. Robert M. Godfrey 
Rey. William C. Godfrey 

Rey. Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Godfrey 
Mr. and Mrs. Case Kamper 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kiledjian 
Rey. and Mrs. Joel E. Kim 


Mr. and Mrs. William L. Tos, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Van Die 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Vander Dussen 
Mrs. Mary Vanderbyl 


Mrs. Eleanor DeMaster 
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Onnink 


Mr. Huibert Den Boer, Sr. 

Ms. Beverly Bazzell 

Rey. Dr. and Mrs. Derke P. Bergsma 
Mrs. Clara Brouwer 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacobus Brouwer 
Rey. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Pete de Jong 

Mr and Mrs. William Dehaas 

Ms. Sandra Den Boer 

Mr. and Mrs. Tiddo Den Boer 
Mrs. Nellie B. den Dulk 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Faber 

Rev. and Mrs. Robert M. Godfrey 
Rev. William C. Godfrey 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Godfrey 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Kats 

Ms. Jane Kroese 

Mr. Norm MacRitchie 

Mr. and Mrs. Arlan E Memmelaar 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Memmelaar 
Mrs. Deborah Patterson 

Ms. Kathleen Pfuhler 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Rau, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Senti 

Dr. Elaine Tan 

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Van Die 

Mr. and Mrs. John Van Otterloo 
Mrs. Mary Vanderbyl 

Mr. Douglas Vos 

Ms. Lori Whitney 

Mrs. Wilma Wilgenburg 

Ms. Denise Zander 


Mrs. Betty Folkertsma 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mrs. Candyce Glomsrud 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. W. Robert Godfrey 


Gifts Received from May 4, 2020, 
through October 14, 2020 


Rev. and Mrs. Joel E. Kim 
Rev. and Mrs. Charles A. Tedrick 


Mrs. Gladys Haveman 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


Mr. Ralph C. Heinen 
Ms. Sandra J. Nonhof 


Rev. James Y. Hwangbo 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hwangbo 


Miss Johanna Kesting 
Mr. and Mrs. Tiddo Den Boer 


Mr. Charles Klotz 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Doorn 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Van Die 


Mr. Rich Korthuis 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Rev. Neil J. Lodge 
Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy Christoffels 
Rev. and Mrs. Richard Wynja 


Dr. Samuel Myrick, Jr. 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 


Baby Miles E. Paauw 

Dr. and Mrs. James D. Paauw 
Mr. Larry Pipkin 

Mrs. Donna Pipkin 


Mrs. Jane E. Prins 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob E. Brouwer 


Baby Gabriel R. Ruiz 
Ms. Sandra J. Nonhof 


Ms. Ann Sheldon 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. R. Scott Clark 


Mr. Cornie and Mrs. Marjorie Sytsma 


Mr. and Mrs. Andy Sytsma 


Mrs. Marie Van Andel 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Korthuis 


Mr. Nicolaas Van Dam and Mrs. Bea 


Van Dam 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Goei 


Mr. Case Van Hofwegen 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brower 


ND HAS SOMEONE TOUCHED YOUR LIFE IN A SPECIAL WAY? 


Now you can remember that special someone through a tribute gift while also supporting the students of WSC. 
Give “in honor” of someone special or “in memory” of someone who has died. Call 760-480-8474 ext. 102 


oc 


show your appreciation to someone. 


HONORARIUM GIFTS provide an opportunity for you to celebrate a special occasion like an 
anniversary or birthday, wedding or graduation, to recognize an outstanding achievement, or simply 


MEMORIAL GIFTS provide an opportunity to express sympathy to a family who has lost a loved 
one. The dictionary defines a memorial as "something designed to keep remembrance alive." 
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7 TIPS FOR SMART 
& SAVVY GIVING 


Tax- Wise Ways to Maximize Your Impact 


As you consider plans for year-end 

giving, here are a few tips to ensure 
your gifts are made properly and in 

the most tax-effective manner. 


Give Stock or Property 
to Reduce Your Taxes 


By giving appreciated assets (such as 

stock or real estate) directly to West- 
minster Seminary California, you'll receive 
a tax deduction for the fair market value 
of the gift AND bypass the capital gains 
— whether or not you choose to itemize! 


Give Tax-Free 
Distributions From 
Your IRA 


If you are age 70 !⁄2 or older, gifts 
from your IRA are one of the smartest, 
tax-wise ways you can support the mission 
of your favorite ministries! Not only do 
these gifts satisfy your required minimum 
distribution, but they also reduce your tax- 
able income. 


Research Your 

Employer's Matching 

Gift Programs 

Many employers offer matching 
gift programs as part of their philanthropic 
efforts. For every dollar given, the corpora- 
tion will make a matching contribution, 
in some cases on a 2-for-1 basis. 


Streamline Your 

Giving 

If you support several ministries, 

you may be able to simplify and 
streamline your giving by setting up a 
Stewards Fund (donor-advised fund) ac- 
count through Barnabas Foundation. Like 


WSCAL.EDU 


a "charitable giving account,” you can give 
cash and appreciated assets into a single 
fund and then choose when and how to 
recommend grants to the ministries clos- 
est to your heart. 


Timing Is 
Everything 
To receive a 


deduction on this 
year's taxes... 


* Gifts of cash must be deliv- 
ered in-person or mailed in 
an envelope postmarked no 
later than December 31. 


Gifts of non-cash assets 
(such as appreciated stock, 
real estate, business interests 
and commodities) must be 
transferred by December 31. 


Any check you write from 
your IRA account must be 
received AND PROCESSED 
by December 31 in order to 
count toward your required 
minimum distribution. Unlike 
other checks (including those 
sent directly from your IRA ad- 
ministrator) it is NOT enough 
that personal IRA checks are 
postmarked or even hand- 
delivered by December 31. 


Gifts made into a donor- 
advised fund (such as the 
Stewards Fund) must be 
transferred into the account 
by December 31. You can de- 
cide later how to recommend 
these funds to be distributed. 


Beat the 
Year-End Rush 


December is incredibly busy — 

not only for you, but also for 
the post-office, your financial advisors 
and for us. Whenever possible, build in 
extra margin for your gifts to be given, 
received and processed by December 31. 
Also, err on the side of over-communica- 
tion. Call ahead for the smooth transfer 
of stock or other appreciated assets. Alert 
us when writing a check from your IRA 
account (timing on these are critical!) so 
we can ensure your gift is processed im- 
mediately. 


Collaborate With 
the Trusted Experts 


Not sure what giving options 

are best for you? Through our 
partnership with your favorite ministries, 
you have complimentary access to trusted 
planning support, all from a Christian 
perspective. A planner will answer your 
questions with clear, easy-to-understand 
information so you can identify the best 
giving solutions to achieve your personal 
and charitable goals. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Contact Westminster Seminary Califor- 
nia by calling 888-480-8474, ext. 130 or 
email development@wscal.edu 


To learn more about smart and powerful 
ways to give, or to be connected with a 
Barnabas Foundation planner, call us 
today at 888.448.3040 or email 
info@BarnabasFoundation.com. 


This information is not intended as tax, legal or 
financial advice. Consult your financial advisor 
and legal counsel for information and advice 
specific to your situation. 
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YOU LEFT A CAREER IN THE 
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY TO PREPARE 
FOR THE PASTORAL MINISTRY AT 
WESTMINSTER SEMINARY CALIFORNIA 
IN 2006. WHAT LED YOU TO THIS 


DECISION? 


I was serving as a co-teacher of an adult 
Sunday School class at a Presbyterian 
church in Michigan. I loved preparing for 
that class, teaching that class, and interact- 
ing with my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
What I was doing avocationally was some- 
thing I now wanted to pursue vocationally. 

What led me to pursue that academic 
and spiritual training at WSC was their ex- 
cellent faculty and their unwavering com- 
mitment to God's Word as summarized in 
the Reformed and Presbyterian creeds and 
confessions. Furthermore, their dedication 
to a residential learning model (face-to- 
face education) was essential for me. Rec- 
ognizing that seminary is more than a data 
dump and that preparing for the ministry 
is both taught and caught, I wanted to 
go where doctrine and life — message and 
method — are both addressed and mod- 
eled. Learning and living in a community 
where interaction and conversation are 
readily available with professors, staff, 
and fellow students was important for 
me. Finally, the high academic standards 
were important to me because I was con- 
vinced that our churches need well-trained 
ministers and leaders. We are not seeking 
the lowest common denominator, but the 
highest common good in Christ's church. 
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"We not only want to instruct our 
students, but help shape and form 
Christian men and women for Christ, 
his gospel, and his church." 


AFTER SEMINARY YOU PASTORED AT 
CALVARY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
IN LOVELAND, CO, FOR A DECADE. 
WHAT LESSONS DID YOU LEARN IN THE 
PASTORAL MINISTRY? 


In summary, I experienced (I would say 
“experienced” more so than “learned”) 
the joys and sorrows of learning, living, 
and loving in community. The realities 
of our own sin, being sinned against, and 
living in a sin-cursed world are palpable. 
As a solo pastor of a smaller congrega- 
tion I was privy to share in the sufferings 
and griefs of addictions, fractured rela- 
tionships, sickness, death, apostasy, and 
suicide (to name a few). These are some 
of the most challenging aspects to pasto- 
ral ministry. Conversely, there are many 
joys. One joy was the privilege of prepar- 
ing and preaching sermons to proclaim 
Christ from all of the Scriptures. There 
was nothing better I could offer or say 
to my brothers and sisters than to point 
them to Jesus, our savior, our redeemer, 
our sacrifice, our righteousness, our high 
priest, our friend. Another joy was seeing 
God’s grace and fruitfulness in the lives 
of Christ’s flock through hearing profes- 
sions of faith, watching them grow in their 
love and service to one another and our 


community, and hungering for God and 
his Word. Finally, there was the delight of 
sharing in the ordinary moments of life 
together from meals to sporting events to 
movie nights. 


DESCRIBE YOUR VISION FOR SERVING 
THE STUDENT BODY AS THE NEW 
DEAN OF STUDENTS AT WSC? 


I see my role as Dean to help students land 
well, learn/love/live in community, and 
launch into their callings. As one of only 
a few seminaries that remain committed 
to residential education, as well as being 
steadfasdy committed to fidelity to the 
historic creeds and Reformed and Pres- 
byterian confessions, WSC is uniquely 
poised to learn, live, and love together in 
community. We not only want to instruct 
our students, but help shape and form 
Christian men and women for Christ, his 
gospel, and his church. If our graduates 
know the truth and can share the truth in 
loving and meaningful ways throughout 
the globe, I rejoice. BI 


REV. CHUCK TEDRICK ;: Dean of Students 
at WSC and lives in Rancho Bernardo with his 
и ife, Michele. 
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With All Your Heart 


Orienting Your Mind, Desires, 
and Will Toward Christ 


by A. Craig Troxel 
(Crossway, 2020) 


Monday Through 
Friday In The Word 


Weekday Inspiration 


by Derke P. Bergsma 
(Christian Faith Publishing, 
Inc., 2018) 


REDISCOVERING 


HONN 
SPIRIT 


Redemption. a 


Е 


MICHAEL HORTON 


Rediscovering 
the Holy Spirit 
God's Perfecting Presence 


in Creation, Redemption, 
and Everyday Life 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2017) 


^ Westminster 


Seminary California 


yen! 


FACULTY BOOKS AVAILABLE NOW 


POLITICS 


after 


CHRISTENDOM 


POLITICAL THEOLOGY IN A 


FRACTURED WORLD 


Politics After 
Christendom 


Political Theology in 
a Fractured World 


by David VanDrunen 
(Zondervan, 2020) 


Ам OUTSTANDINGL 


JOURNEYS 
WITH JESUS 


EVERY PATH 
IN THE BIBLE 
LEADS US 
TO CHRIST 


DENNIS E. JOHNSON 


Foreword by Nancy Guthrie 


Journeys 
with Jesus 


Every Path in the Bible 
Leads Us to Christ 


by Dennis E. Johnson 
(P&R, 2018) 


Ephesians 


SM. Baugh 


Ephesians 
Evangelical Exegetical 
Commentary 


by S. M. Baugh 
(Lexham Press, 2016) 


Basics of 


the Faith 
Сва за ВЕЛ NEH T 1 


What is the 
Priesthood of 
Believers? 
Basics of Faith Series 


by A. Craig Troxel 
(P&R, 2019) 


ECHOES 
of 


EXODUS 


Echoes of Exodus 
Tracing a Biblical Motif 


by Bryan D. Estelle 
(IVP Academic, 2018) 


MICHAEL HORTON 


Core Christianity 


Finding Yourself 
in God's Story 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2016) 


Basics of 


What is Man? 
Basics of Faith Series 


by A. Craig Troxel 
(P&R, 2010) 


WILEY Blackwell 


Aquinas Among 
the Protestants 


Edited by David VanDrunen 
(Wiley-Blackwell, 2017) 


God's Glory 
ALONE 


THE MAJESTIC HEART OF 
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE 


DAVID VANDRUNEN 


God's Glory Alone 


The Majestic Heart of Christian 


Faith and Life 


by David VanDrunen 
(Zondervan, 2015) 


SAVING ты 


REFORMATION 


Saving the 
Reformation 


The Pastoral Theology of 
the Canons of Dort 


by W. Robert Godfrey 
(Reformation Trust Publishing, 
2019) 


™ MAJESTY ox HIGH 


rerio to the ago of odi the Neo Testament 


S.M. BAUGH 


The Majesty on High 
Introduction to the 
Kingdom of God in 
the New Testament 


by S. M. Baugh 
(CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2017) 


Preaching the Whole 
Counsel of God 
Design and Deliver Gospel- 
Centered Sermons 


by Julius J. Kim 
(Zondervan, 2015) 


JUSTIFICATION 


MICHAEL HORTON 


Justification 


2-Volume Series, 
New Studies in Dogmatics 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Zondervan, 2018) 


Bl 
LEARNING TO LOVE 


THE PSALMS 


Learning to Love 
the Psalms 


by W. Robert Godfrey 
(Reformation Trust, 2017) 


MICHAEL HORTON 


CALVIN 


Calvin on the 
Christian Life 
Glorifying and Enjoying 
God Forever 


by Michael S. Horton 
(Crossway Books, 2014) 


Visit our campus Bookstore! | WSCAL.EDU/BOOKSTORE 
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1725 BEAR VALLEY PARKWAY 
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WWW.WSCAL.EDU 


IHE 
CHURCH 


ща wu ` | = 


wu 


